
Church Profile:  Alliance Bible Church, Anchorage Alaska 

 

Where We’ve Come From 

Alliance Bible Church was born out of the prayers of three couples living in Anchorage who, for 
2 years, met to ask God for a Christian and Missionary Alliance church in the city.  In 1982, 
Harrison Weaver was asked by CMA District leadership if he would be willing to leave his 
assignment in Montana and come to Alaska to help birth this infant church.  The prayers of those 
people were abundantly answered as, within 6 months of the Weaver family’s arrival, a 
congregation of over twenty people was meeting in its own building!  

Over the years, the church has had three well-loved long-term lead pastors (Harrison Weaver, 
1982-92; Robert J. Day, 1994-97; and Jeff Wiesinger (1999-2016).  In addition to our most 
recent youth pastor, Aaron Coski (2011-17),  there have been several shorter-term youth, 
assistant and interim pastors.  In 1995, ABC moved to its current home, a former carpet 

warehouse.  Obtained at a reasonable price and in a strategic 
location in mid-town Anchorage, this non-traditional church 
building was remodeled and has met our needs well.  The 
mortgage was paid off in 2016.  

Historically, ABC has had a role in supporting other Alliance 
churches in the Anchorage vicinity. We have always viewed 

“our space” with ‘greater Kingdom purposes’ in mind, 
sharing our facilities with other congregations and 
welcoming outside ministries.  The Anchorage Hmong 
Alliance congregation currently calls our building home. 

 

Who We Are  

ABC is a caring small congregation with a reputation for 
welcoming strangers and bearing each other’s burdens.  
Our church mission statement is “To know Jesus Christ, 
demonstrate His love, and make disciples.”  Throughout 
the years we’ve been involved in various programs that 
have blessed our body and helped us grow spiritually:  
home groups, leadership training, emotional/relational healing and spiritual direction to name a 

few. Currently, besides Children’s Church and Sunday School, we 
have one care group, a men’s group, a prayer group, and an active 
Missions team. That “we love God and love each other” has accurately 
been said of our fellowship.  We are committed to helping meet one 
another’s needs.  Newcomers to Alaska, separated from their relatives 
elsewhere, find a new family that welcomes, encourages, and loves 
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them.  As for “making disciples”, individually we try to reach out in friendship to the non-
believers in our sphere of influence.  Many are involved in local ministries outside of our church.  
As a congregation, we have an ongoing relationship with a local elementary school, purposefully 
building pre-evangelism relationships as we assist the staff and serve the students and their 
families. We also support short-term mission trips. Regularly supported entities are the Great 
Commission Fund, 2 Alaskan ministries and 2 of “our own” serving overseas. 

 Over the years, our Sunday morning attendance has ranged from 50 - 150+.  At its peak, we 
moved to 2 services.  Attendance fluctuates due to the transient nature of the Anchorage 
population, the great Alaskan summers, and pastor transitions.  Our current attendance is about 
60. 

 

Where We Are Going 

When a long time pastor leaves a church, change is bound to occur.  In this case, leadership 
deliberately chose not to begin a pastor search immediately. Instead, New Church Specialties 
was enlisted to help the church understand who we are, where we want to be going, and what 
characteristics would be most important in the pastor who will help us get there. Our interim 
pastor, Jon Farmer, has been purposeful in his choice of sermon series, ensuring that we are 
solidly grounded in truth, both doctrinal and practical.  

Our mission statement has guided us well for over 10 years, but specifically how to live this out 
in the future is something we seek to define during this transition time.  We realize that our 
strength, loving God and loving each other, must become more intentionally evangelistic.  It’s 
not enough to share the love of Jesus; we must more effectively guide people into a personal 
relationship with Him and into the fellowship of believers.  We are in the process of refocusing 
on small home groups tailored to meet varying needs.  World missions continues to be an 
important part of who we are and what we do.  We know that the Church in 
general, and our church in particular, must not fail to reach and teach 
today’s children and teens.  We also realize that “making disciples starts 
with our children, to which end we are retooling our Children’s/Youth 
ministries. 

We have entered a new season for ABC, building upon a well-established foundation.  We look 
forward to working with our new pastor to seek God’s vision and direction for our church, 
moving forward together in Christ. 

 

 


